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is the leading continent as stated, which is lucky, since it is very "badly
off for coal, as a glance at the coal map will show. Asia is second in
rank in water as it is in coal. North America is ahead of South
America; while Australia is very badly off owing to its aridity and lack
of mountains. Only in Tasmania is there about 1 per cent of the
world's water power. The following table8 gives the percentage of
estimated world power available, and the percentage used.

HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER IN WORLD
(percentages)


	Europe
	North America
	South America
	Asia
	Africa
	Australia

Total resources Utilized in 1925 (per cent)
	11.7 39.6
	14 43.6
	9
 3
	25 12
	38 0.1
	1.3 0.7

It is not often realized by the layman what a very large proportion
of electrical energy in use today is derived from fuel rather than from
water-falls. In 1919, in the United States, coal furnished about 25
billion kilowatt hours out of a total of 40 billion; and in 1935 out
of a total production of electric energy of 90 billion kilowatt hours,
no less than 55 billion originated in the consumption of coal, and
had no connection with water power at all. (C. F, Jones.)

The following is the order in which water power is being utilized by
various nations. Germany uses 55 per cent of her available supply;,
Italy 47 per cent; the United States 29; France 26; Spain 23; Japan 21;.
Switzerland 18; Scandinavia 17; and Canada 12 per cent of what is:
available. If we consider total amounts used, the four leading nations:
are the United States, 10 million h.p.; and Canada, Norway, and Japan
about equal with 3 million h.p. each. (Note that the map gives total
power available, out of a possible 500 million h.p., not what is actually
used.)

It is clear that the very large portion of the earth shown dotted,,
which is arid (Fig. 74), will have no water available for power, except
in a few desert-crossing rivers. Not until we have moved some distance
away to much higher rainfalls is there likely to be sufficient permanent
supply for it to be worth while to sink large sums of money in building

8Based on one in the Dresdner Bank publication mentioned in foot-note 5, supra.